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The ApproachThe Approach The ApplicationThe Application



Testament to CollaborationTestament to Collaboration





SuN LIVING is a planning and design 
approach that facilitates sustainable 
neighbourhood development.

It is about doing the right things, and 
then doing the right things right.

What is SuNWhat is SuN LIVINGLIVING??



SuN SuN LIVINGLIVING Preface Preface -- SampleSample



SuN SuN LIVINGLIVING Preface Preface -- SampleSample





Our First Challenge:Our First Challenge:
To develop and live in a sustainable manner

Our ImpactOur Impact Key Needs:Key Needs:



Imagine development that meets the conditions of wellImagine development that meets the conditions of well--being for all of Earthbeing for all of Earth’’s s 
ecosystems, both natural and human, such that all life can flourecosystems, both natural and human, such that all life can flourish indefinitely.ish indefinitely.

ECOLOGICAL FOOTPRINTING 
measures our demand on nature. It is 
an estimate of the biologically 
productive land and sea area needed 
to regenerate the resources we 
consumes and to absorb and render 
harmless the corresponding waste. It 
is an estimate of how many planets it 
would take to support humanity if 
everybody lived a given lifestyle.



Imagine the possibility of enjoying a high quality life while miImagine the possibility of enjoying a high quality life while minimizing our nimizing our 
ecological impact and living within our fair share of the Earthecological impact and living within our fair share of the Earth’’s resources.s resources.



The The 
Approach:Approach:

Sustainable Sustainable 
Neighbourhood Neighbourhood 
DevelopmentDevelopment



Our Second Challenge:Our Second Challenge:
To plan and design in a sustainable manner

Key Need:Key Need: Key Need:Key Need:







The The 
Approach:Approach:



SuN SuN LIVINGLIVING Approach Approach -- SampleSample





SuN SuN LIVINGLIVING Framework Framework 

Links broader principles to Links broader principles to 
detailed actions allowing detailed actions allowing 
intentions to be translated intentions to be translated 
into oninto on--thethe--ground results.ground results.





SuN SuN LIVINGLIVING Framework Framework -- SampleSample



SuN SuN LIVINGLIVING Framework Framework -- SampleSample









The Work Plan AppliedThe Work Plan Applied
SuNSuN LIVINGLIVING

Implementation ManualImplementation Manual
SuNSuN LIVINGLIVING Work Plan Work Plan 

Support MaterialSupport Material



SuN SuN LIVINGLIVING Work Plan Work Plan -- SampleSample



SuN SuN LIVINGLIVING Work Plan Work Plan -- SampleSample



www.emeraldwww.emerald--hills.ca hills.ca -- SampleSample



SuN Pilot Project Application:SuN Pilot Project Application:
SuN LIVING onSuN LIVING on--thethe--GroundGround



$469 million project
20 hectares (50 acres)
1600 dwelling units
1645 m2 (17700 ft2) office
1533 m2 (16500 ft2) retail
18% parking/road (typical 31%)
Community Energy System 
Minimum LEED/Built Green Gold 

Emerald Hills Urban VillageEmerald Hills Urban Village



4 Principles4 Principles
PRINCIPLE #1:PRINCIPLE #1: Move towards, and ultimately achieve, 

solutions and activities that preserve, enhance and 
regenerated nature and live-sustaining ecosystems.

PRINCIPLE #2:PRINCIPLE #2: Move towards, and ultimately achieve, 
solutions and activities that free us from our 
dependence on substances that are extracted from   
the earth’s curst and accumulate in nature.

PRINCIPLE #3:PRINCIPLE #3: Move towards, and ultimately achieve, 
cradle-to-cradle solutions and activities in design, 
manufacturing and consumption such that substances 
produced by society do not accumulate in nature.

PRINCIPLE #4:PRINCIPLE #4: Move towards, and ultimately achieve, 
social solutions and activities that allow every person   
to meet basic human needs and achieve their potential 
in life, now and in the future.
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Planning & Design DecisionsPlanning & Design Decisions

Output of collaborative 
design charrette
Reflects collective input 
of all stakeholders
Represents project 
course of action
Compiled in SuN LIVING 
Implementation Manual



Fostering Sustainable LivingFostering Sustainable Living

Strategies & Initiatives
provide a sustainable living 
lens for detailed design

Planning & design that enables 
sustainable development must 
also foster sustainable living

Forms the basis for 
Sustainable Living Program
Compiled in SuN LIVING
Implementation Manual



SuN Guidelines SuN Guidelines –– Sample: WellSample: Well--BeingBeing



SuN Guidelines SuN Guidelines –– Sample: LandSample: Land



SuN Guidelines SuN Guidelines –– Sample: CarbonSample: Carbon



SuN Guidelines SuN Guidelines –– Sample: AppendixSample: Appendix



SuN Pilot ProjectSuN Pilot Project
The ApproachThe Approach The ApplicationThe Application

Download at:Download at:
www.emeraldwww.emerald--hills.cahills.ca

After March 7, 2008 to order directly After March 7, 2008 to order directly 
from the distributor, call tollfrom the distributor, call toll--free free 
(North America) 1(North America) 1--800800--567567--6772, or 6772, or 
order online at  order online at  www.www.newsocietynewsociety.com.com



Wil MayhewWil Mayhew
Sustainability CoordinatorSustainability Coordinator
HowellHowell--Mayhew EngineeringMayhew Engineering
Edmonton, AlbertaEdmonton, Alberta
wmayhew@shaw.cawmayhew@shaw.ca

Elisa CampbellElisa Campbell
Sustainability ConsultantSustainability Consultant
Design Centre for SustainabilityDesign Centre for Sustainability
University of British ColumbiaUniversity of British Columbia
elisac@interchange.ubc.caelisac@interchange.ubc.ca

Thank youThank you

““Be the change you want Be the change you want 
to see in the world.to see in the world.””

- Gandhi


